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April 12, 2020 

 

Dear Queen Bee 16 Students and Families, 

 

I hope that this message finds you healthy, well, and focused on our future together.  The last 

few weeks have presented us with significant challenges, but none as significant as those faced 

by the families who have been directly impacted by this public health emergency.  I am proud of 

how we have pulled together as a district to support our students and families educationally, and 

I am amazed by the preparation and professionalism of our Emergency Responders, Police, and 

all public departments.  There is a spirit of collaboration that is evident in our community-wide 

effort that encourages hope and continued effort.  I am convinced that the continued partnership 

in our district and community will bring us through this challenging time, and that shared 

experience will be the foundation upon which we continue to build. 

 

Tomorrow marks an important milestone in our Remote Learning journey together.  Our 

teachers, administrators, and instructional support personnel have been working hard to increase 

their skill and familiarity with some new tools that we will use to improve the quality of the 

experience for all of our students and families.  You may have already noticed that we are able to 

video conference through Blackboard more easily, and we are increasing our opportunities to 

connect with their classmates as well.  The technology shifts are going well, and we will all be 

more skilled by the end of the year.  

 

We will also begin introducing our students to new content, topics, and skills.  We are committed 

to ensuring that this is not a lost year.  While we have taken care to adjust the pacing of our 

material, it is in the best interests of our students and teachers to press forward.  New material 

will naturally bring about some frustration, as it would if we were conducting school as we 

normally do to our students, parents, and our teachers.  Please accept my appreciation for the 

patience that has been demonstrated throughout our community.  Your understanding has 

brought us this far and will help to ensure that we will continue to improve.  Do not hesitate to 

email, call, or request a video conference with your child’s teacher or principal.  Your feedback 

is critical, and we can make adjustments and improvements when challenges arise.   

 

I have had a few, but not many, questions about grading practices and promotion during this 

period of Remote Learning.  Certainly, grades are important, and our students need to earn their 

promotion to the next grade.  However, engaging students in learning and providing them with 

valuable formative feedback so that they can make corrections is far more important.  The 

Executive Order under which we are working is clear: No student’s grade will suffer as a result 

of Remote Learning.  Therefore, I have made the following decisions regarding grading and 

promotion: 

 



Kindergarten through 4th Grade will receive Standards-Based Feedback on their performance on 

content, skills, or topics as they have been throughout the year.  Students will be given multiple 

opportunities to practice a skill or demonstrate knowledge of standards.  The range for 

Standards-Based Feedback will be from 2 through 4.  No student will receive a 1 for the year.   

 

5th Grade through 8th Grade will receive formative feedback on all assignments and projects that 

will result in a grade for the year of Passing or Incomplete.  All students will be given the 

opportunity to complete, correct, and resubmit their assignments until they achieve a Passing 

Grade.   

 

Our clear and appropriate focus with our Instructional Program at this time is to engage students 

in learning.  We can best accomplish this by providing them appropriate opportunities to learn 

and respond to their learning through their performances.   

 

Our efforts to provide nutritious meals to students during this emergency have been ongoing and 

improving.  We are able to provide 5 Day Meal Packs with Milk on Mondays at Glenside Middle 

School through a curbside distribution.  The distribution begins at 10:00 a.m. and concludes by 1 

p.m.  Last week we distributed more than 600 meal packs and milk.  I anticipate that the need 

will increase as we go forward, and we are doing everything in our power to stay ahead of the 

demand.   

 

We are all in this together, and I cannot adequately express in words how proud that I am to lead 

Queen Bee 16 and to serve our community.  We have accomplished quite a bit in a short span of 

time, and I believe that our best days lie ahead.  Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher, 

principal, or me personally if you have any questions, concerns, or insights to share.   

 

 

Thank you, 

Joseph R. Williams, Ed. D.    

Superintendent  


